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IMITATION HIERARCRHY
IN EARLY DEVELOPMENT

When Early Intervention services begin, families are usually eager to see "results” right
away; and typically, there is a misconception that services will target/stimulate words
and even phrases from the day one. However, in most cases, little learners are not yet
ready to work on verbal imitation, given that they haven’t mastered earlier levels of
imitation. Actively targeting imitation of words or phrases prematurely, can often lead
to stagnant progress; which can result in frustration and disappointmen.

LONGER PHRASES/ [more __ please, | want __, give me __, mommy

SHORT SENTENCES look it, go away daddy, no like it, me go car]

Z-WORD PHRASES [come on, sit down, what's that?, give me, my turn,
Q‘es more __,my__,__ please, bye bye __,no __]

WORDS ?‘“ﬁé [no, mommy, daddy, more, done, please, water, milk,
cookie, banana, eat, sleep, bath, shoe, mine, ball]
COMMUNICATIVE SOUNDS [yum, ew, yay, ouch, boo, uh oh, cops, wow, whee,

woo hoo, choo choo, beep beep, quack, oink, miau]
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[fak , fak , fak h, fake laugh, fak
VOCAI" PI"AY snaeeezé(,]x?\in:, :nzrré, :noer’rcl?lfego p?g,eg rcz;i/?l, shf\ e]
FACIAL EXPRESSIONS AR

ESTURES / BODY AOVERENTS et e low o v reod, ned o]

[shake rattle, bang on two blocks, stack blocks, roll
a ball, push button, flip switch, knock door]

TYPICALLY, EVEN WHEN A CHILD STARTS SHOWING EMERGING SKILLS IN
HIGHER LEVELS OF IMITATION, IT IS IMPORTANT TO CONTINUE STIMULATING
THE LOWER LEVELS UNTIL MASTERY IS REACHED ACROSS ALL OF THEM.

*this model is for Analytic Langauge Processors. Gestalt Language Processors typically follow a different developmental trajectory
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DESARROLLO DE IMITACI(')N
EN LOS PRIMEROS ANOS

Al iniciar intervencidon temprana, las familias tienden a desear resultados rapidos; y
tipicamente, esperan que las sesiones se enfocaran en estimular la imitaciéon de palabras
y/o frases, desde el primer dia de servicios. Sin embargo, en la mayoria de los casos, los

peques aun no estan del todo listos para trabajar en la imitaciéon verbal. Para
prepararlos adecuadamente, es necesario estimular niveles de imitacion mas sencillos. Al
trabajar en la imitacion de palabras prematuramente, se corre el riesgo de progreso
estancado; que consecuentemente puede llevar a frustracion y decepcion.

FRASES LARGAS/ [mas __ porfavor, dame ese __, mami mira __, vete

A
. ORACIONES CORTAS para alld, no me gusta, apaga la luz, es mi pelotal]
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FRASES DE 2 PAI_ABRAS [ven aqui, dame eso, quiero __, mi furno, mas__,

0 mi __, __ porfavor, bye bye __, no __ |
eie‘“‘?‘

PAI_ABRAS /f [no, mami, papa, mas, ya, gracias, agua, leche,
galleta, manzana, comer, dormir, zapato, mio]
EXPRESIONES VERBALES [yum, ew, yay, ouch, boo, uh oh, oops, wow, whee,

woo hoo, choo choo, beep beep, quack, oink, miau]

JUEGO VOCAI_ |[pretender: bostezar, llorar, toser, reir, estornudar,

renegar, roncar, rugir, butido de cerdo, shh]
GESTOS FACIALES W choorau o e
, har, bailar, alzar b . salud |
MOVIMEINTOS CORPORALES s sboatr o oo o om o caboca]

|agitar sonaja, golpear o apilar dos bloques, rodar
pelota, presionar botdn, jalar palanca, tocar puerta]

TIPICAMENTE, AUN CUANDO UN PEQUE COMIENZA A MOSTRAR HABILIDADES EN NIVELES
DE IMITACION MAS AVANZADOS, ES IMPORTANTE CONTINUEAR ESTIMULANDO LOS
NIVELES PRIMERIZOS, HASTA QUE DOMINEN BIEN TODOS LOS NIVELES.
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